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eyes aflame, and light shining on his countenance; and repeatedly he exclaimed : "And above all, above all, I am loyal\ I am loyal to the core of my heart!"
Speaking on another occasion, long ago, of the Ishvarakotis^ Swamiji had said, "I can trust in them as I can in none else. I know that if the whole world desert me, they will stick to me, ever faithful, and ready to carry out my ideas and plans, even under the most impossible conditions," Sri Rama-krishna marked out seven of his disciples as Ishvarakotis. Iskvarakotis, he said, were those who have to take birth whenever an Avatara incarnates Himself; they are like His high officials belonging to the inmost circle of His devotees, His antaranga-bhaktas, whose mission in life is to complement His work, and to conserve His teachings. Thus, strictly speaking, though they are born with Realisation, they have no Mukti, and their Sadhanas are, unconsciously, only for the instruction of men. At the head of this class Sri Rama-krishna placed Swamiji.
The next morning, the party left for Deuri, fifteen miles off, and the Swami Swarupananda who had accompanied Swamiji to Champawat returned to Mayavati. At Deuri which was reached at I p.m., there was at first some difficulty, as no chowkidar could be found to open the Dak-bungalow ; but fortunately, on trying the lock it came open, and so the party found accommodation, With the Swami were the Swamis Shivananda, Sadananda and Virajananda and Lala Govind Lai Sah. The last of the Swamis mentioned had charge of the cooking, and he found himself in a dilemma by reason of having put too much rice in the pot in preparing the meal, and it threatened to boil over before it was half-done, To add to his difficulty, Swamiji was sending one or other after him to enquire if the meal was ready, as it was getting late and he was very hungry. Virajananda was thinking of taking out some of the rice and adding water, when the Swami appeared before him and seeing his perplexity sat down and said: "You need do no such thing. Take my advice. Pour some